	Learning Activity 
	Duration: 30 minutes

	Cycle/Year:  Cycle 1/Year 1

Subject: Language Arts/Science 

Topic: Intro Dinosaur Unit

	Essential Knowledges 
	· Language Arts:
Language to Communicate
( Sharing of information with peers and teachers 
( Asking and answering questions from peers and teacher 
Talk for Learning and Thinking
( Participating in collaborative writing, visually representing, listening and talking activities: Brain storming 

· Science:
Living Things
( Food of domesticated/wild animals- dinosaurs 
( Animal’s adaptation to its environment 
( Consumption of living things

	Learning Intentions or Objectives

(SWBAT):
	By the end of this lesson, students will be able to:

· Reflect, activate and articulate their prior knowledge about dinosaurs, including the knowledge based on the story
· Think critically and formulate questions they have and what they would like to learn in the topic of dinosaurs
· Formulate possible hypotheses to their own questions
· Start to consider the ways in which they can find the answers to their questions 
· (If the teacher suggests an idea/question): categorize the questions into appropriate boxes, either as something they know or want to know. 

	Skills developed or practiced
	· Listening skills: listening to the teacher’s questions and instructions, listening to peers during class discussion 

· Communication skills: in responding to the story, contributing own knowledge for dinosaurs and formulating questions

· Evaluating skills- categorizing questions to either what they know or want to know more about. 

	Materials for whole class and groups:
	· Dinosaurs, Dinosaurs by Byron Barton

· Chart paper with KWL written out on each page

· Markers for chart paper 

	Subject Competency:
Language Arts

Competency 2: To write self-expressive, narrative and information-based text 

( Students will integrate his/her knowledge of texts into own writing, when writing their own story after hearing Faith Ringgold’s “Tar Beach” 

( Students will follow a process when writing, when they start off with drawing the story and then constructing sentences and a story  

( Students will use writing as a system for communicating and constructing meaning, when they write, illustrate and decorate their story using different media

Science 

Competency 1: To explore the world of science and technology 

( Students will learn to use simple tools and procedures of a KWL chart when brainstorming about the topic of dinosaurs, evaluating what they know and what they want to learn more about in the subject
( Students will become familiar with certain aspects of the language used in science and technology with the KWL chart: What they know are claims/predictions/hypotheses, what they want to know are questions, and what we learned (filled in at the end of the unit) will be the data and evidence. 



	Cross Curricular Competencies:

Competency 3: To use creativity  
( The students will become familiar with all the elements of a situation they are asked to reflect on their current knowledge of dinosaurs

( Students will imagine ways of proceeding when thinking of what more they would like to know/learn about dinosaurs, as well as considering how we can get the new information

( Students will begin the procedure and be actively involved in the brainstorming process. 

	Professional Competencies:

Competency 3: To pilot teaching/learning situations that are appropriate to the students concerned and the subject content with a view to developing the competencies targeted in the programs of study 
( Creates conditions in which students can engage in meaningful problem situations, tasks or projects 

( Provides students with the resources they need to take part in learning situations

( Guides students in selecting, interpreting and understanding the information provided in the various resources and in understanding the elements of a problem situation or the requirement of a task 

( Supports student learning by asking questions and providing frequent and relevant feedback to promote the integration and transfer of learning



	Time
	Lesson
	

	2 minutes

8 minutes 

15 minutes 

5 minutes


	Introduction:

Gather students in the meeting/reading corner (legs crossed, eyes and ears open)

· Engage: so in the week and a bit that I have been with you guys, I noticed you are great writers, artists, athletes, and readers! So I am thinking you must be amazing scientists as well… at least you will be when we do this big exciting unit on a very special topic.


Development: 

Part I: Reading of Dinosaurs, Dinosaurs
Prepare them for a story: legs crossed, ears open, thinking caps on: Pay close attention to the pictures, and the questions you might have about dinosaurs, because we are going to do an activity after. 

Ask interactive questions that would stimulate students thinking of their current knowledge of dinosaurs as well as their questions, during the story to keep students engaged.

Examples: colors and physical attributes of dinosaurs

Part II: KWL chart

Today we are doing a KWL chart; Let’s say it together. This is a chart where we organize what is in our head, to help us learn about a new topic. When we know what we know now, and what we want to know more about, we can make sure we learn about these things you are curious about! 

What we KNOW: 

· What do you know about dinosaurs? 

· What are some things you’ve seen/heard about dinosaurs? 

· What are some things you noticed about dinosaurs from the story we just read? 

Accept student responses and write them on the chart paper.  If the students seem to need more support, introduce when/where/what/who/how approach to help activate their current knowledge. 

( This in science is called claims- when we learn about dinosaurs in the coming days and weeks, we will check if these things are true/false. 

What we WANT to know: 

· What would you like to know more about dinosaurs?

· What are some questions you have about dinosaurs? 

· Thinking about what you do everyday might help (eating, sleeping…) 

· What kind of questions did you think of when we were reading the story? 

( This in science would be the questions scientists ask when they are researching and/or solving a problem or mystery. Their guesses on the answers of these questions would be called hypotheses. 

If the students seem to need more support, introduce when/where/what/who/how approach, or suggest questions and have students categorize them into either what they know or want to know. 
Conclusion:
Look at the charts together, and praise students for their efforts and contribution. Tell them we will put up the charts in the classroom for the duration of the unit. 

you will include explorations to answering these questions during the learning unit. 

If time allows, also invite them to consider the tools in which they might find the answers.

· What are some ways we can find the answers to our questions? 
What can we do? 

Get ready for lunch.


Assessment: 

Informal assessment on observing how students are listening and participating while reading the story and brainstorm. Observe their responses and behaviour, and redirect if necessary.

The final products should also provide a good formative assessment on what their current/prior knowledge of dinosaurs are. 


NOTES: 

Anticipated Problems and/or Backup plans:

· Loss of concentration/Lack of listening:
Raishaun, Emile, Ayhan
( ask questions and encourage participation during the reading of story and brainstorming 
( also ensure that students are not sitting with peers who they are chatty with 

For all students:
BE CLEAR with expectations of not calling out, waiting their turns. 

Reflection

