	Learning Activity 
	Duration: 60 min.

	Cycle/Year:  Cycle 1/Year 1

Subject: Language Arts/Ethics and Religious Culture

Topic: What Can We Do to Help Japan?

	Essential Knowledges 
	· Language Arts:
Language to Communicate
( Sharing of information with peers and teachers 
( Asking and answering questions from peers and teacher 
Talk for Learning and Thinking
( Participating in collaborative writing, visually representing, listening and talking activities: Brain storming 

· Ethics and Religious Culture:
Reflects on Ethical Questions
Engages in Dialogue

	Learning Intentions or Objectives

(SWBAT):
	By the end of this lesson, students will be able to:

· Articulate their responses toward the earthquake disaster in Japan
· Offer ideas about how we can help the situation
· Formulate his/her ideas in words and in illustrations 

	Skills developed or practiced
	· Listening skills: listening to the teacher’s questions and instructions, listening to peers during class discussion 

· Communication skills: in responding to questions, contributing own knowledge for earthquakes and offering ideas

	Materials for whole class and groups:
	· Book on earthquake/charity

· Chart paper for Class Discussion

· Markers for chart paper 

· Paper, pencils, pencil crayons for student’s sheets

	Subject Competency:
Language Arts

Competency 4: To use language to Communicate and Learn

( Students will use language for learning and thinking about the natural disasters, earthquakes and tsunamis

( Students will apply his/her knowledge of linguistic structures and features when offering own ideas

( Students will interact in collaborative group activities during the class brainstorm activity

( Students will use language to communicate information, experiences and point of view

Ethics and Religious Culture

Competency 1: To Reflect on Ethical Question

( Students will identify a situation from an ethical point of view, when learning about earthquakes and tsunamis and their effects

( Students will evaluate possible actions when considering different ways we can help the situation
Competency 3: Engages in Dialogue

( Students will organize his/her thinking when coming up with ideas to help the situation, as well as when they write/illustrate their ideas
( Students will interact with others when coming up with ways of helping 

( Students will develop a point of view when offering their idea of how to take action

	Cross Curricular Competencies:

Competency 3: To use creativity  
( The students will become familiar with all the elements of a situation they are asked to reflect on their current knowledge of dinosaurs

( Students will imagine ways of proceeding when thinking of what ways one can help in a difficult time

( Students will begin the procedure and be actively involved in the brainstorming and poster creating process.

	Professional Competencies:

Competency 3: To pilot teaching/learning situations that are appropriate to the students concerned and the subject content with a view to developing the competencies targeted in the programs of study 
( Creates conditions in which students can engage in meaningful problem situations, tasks or projects 

( Provides students with the resources they need to take part in learning situations

( Guides students in selecting, interpreting and understanding the information provided in the various resources and in understanding the elements of a problem situation or the requirement of a task 

( Supports student learning by asking questions and providing frequent and relevant feedback to promote the integration and transfer of learning

	Time
	Lesson
	

	2 minutes

8 minutes 

15 minutes 

30 minutes

5 minutes


	Introduction:

Gather students in the meeting/reading corner (legs crossed, eyes and ears open)

· Engage: At around 2/3 in the morning on Friday there was a terrible earthquake that hit Japan- where Kaho and I come from, has anyone heard about this?  


Development: 

Part I: Reading of the Book OR talking about what an earthquake is
Prepare them for a story: legs crossed, ears open, thinking caps on: Pay close attention to the pictures, and the questions you might have about earthquakes.

Part II: Explanation of mission

A very good friend of mine, who is a soccer player, has asked me to ask you for a favour. Are you ready to hear it?

Him and a couple of our friends have made a website, to take action and to do whatever we can do to help people who need the help because of this earthquake. Paris is going to the  place where they need the most help to help out, but they also are trying to come up with other ideas. 

He told me it would help him so much if our class can help as well. What are some things we can do to help? 

Write down students’ responses on the chart paper. Give scaffolding if necessary:


· There is also a lot we can do even if we can’t be where it happen- we can’t all go to Japan. Spreading awareness, making sure that many people know, is also very helpful. 
What are some ways we can let people know what has happened?

Part III

Let’s take these wonderful ideas and make them into posters, and I will send these to Paris. 

You will get one idea each, you will write the idea down where the line is, and a picture of what that would look like. 

Make sure you write in your best handwriting and draw carefully! Everyone in the world may see your work ( 

Conclusion:
Applaud and thank students of their efforts, and take pictures of their work to send off to Paris. 

If time allows, also take a picture of the class with the teachers. 

Assessment: 

Informal assessment on observing how students are listening and participating while discussing and brainstorming. Observe their responses and behaviour, and redirect if necessary.

Check final products whether they have followed instructions; starting the sentence with “We can….” 


NOTES: 

Anticipated Problems and/or Backup plans:

· Loss of concentration/Lack of listening:
Raishaun, Emile, Ayhan
( ask questions and encourage participation during the reading of story and brainstorming 
( also ensure that students are not sitting with peers who they are chatty with 

For all students:
BE CLEAR with expectations of not calling out, waiting their turns. 

Reflection

